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WHERE AFRICA MEETS | BUILD YOUR NETWORK | DO DEALS 



ABOUT: API SUMMIT 2026

ENGINEERING A NEWER AND MORE REFINED EXPERIENCE  

In 2026, our dynamic floor-plan created a magnetic experience for buiness development and
networking. In 2027, we’ve already re-engineering the venue layout by doubling the space,
separate rooms for crystal clear audio and more dedicated spaces to ensure a dynamic
experience. 

Passes for API Summit 2027 are officially live! Secure your Super Early Bird ticket today - valid
strictly until 30 November 2026 (please note: payment must reflect in our account by 30
November 2026 to lock in this special rate, after which passes revert to standard pricing). 

Register here - www.apisummit.co.za

Held on 17 & 18 September 2026 at the Cape Town International Convention Centre (CTICC), the 17th Annual API
Summit marked our most ambitious gathering to date. With expanded exhibition zones, additional meeting
rooms, and new sub-sector forums, the 2026 event delivered a powerful platform for continental collaboration
and institutional dealmaking.

Across two days, over 633 C-suite investors, developers, lenders, and market pioneers representing 30 countries 
convened across our main stage and co-located sub-forums - including the Africa Proptech Forum, API
Multifamily Forum, and API Hospitality & Residences Forum. Featuring more than 140 industry-leading speakers,
deal rooms, the Closing Cocktail Reception, and the milestone 10  Annual API Summit Awards Gala. th

The #APISummit2026 reaffirmed its place at the center of African real estate investment and development
conversations.





30+ COUNTRIES ATTENDED



THEME TRACKS  & AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS

CAPITAL & FINANCING

Continental outlook and deal flow: Broll’s Real
Estate Intelligence Report 2026, the biggest recent
transactions and exits, and JLL’s report on direct
deals above US$1 million showed where capital is
going and how deals are structured.

Equity capital and family offices: Panels on private
equity, institutional allocators and regional capital,
and on why family offices with local fluency are
driving development and attracting acquirers.

Pension funds as co-developers: Pension funds are
moving from passive allocators to active co-
developers, with inflation-tracking structures and co-
investment frameworks built to pass conservative
investment committees.

Francophone and East African regional focus.

South African multifamily capital and policy: The
conditions for institutional capital to deploy into multifamily
at scale, and on the policy, development finance and
planning reforms enabling affordable delivery.

Multifamily operations: The management disciplines,
operating standards and technology that separate high-
performing portfolios from average ones.

Urban design and mixed-use: Planning for fast-growing
cities, alongside leading retail- and residential-anchored
precinct models.

Commercial: How flight to quality, flex space, the BPO boom
and green buildings are defining African office demand.

Alternatives and data centres: Data centres, healthcare-
anchored property and other asset classes delivering
institutional-grade returns.

Logistics and precinct governance: Serviced last-mile
space for SMEs and e-commerce.

MULTIFAMILY & ASSET CLASSES



THEME TRACKS  & AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS

HOSPITALITY
Where hospitality deals are getting done:
Comparing the regulatory improvements,
investment conditions and ease of access across
Africa's key tourism and hospitality hotspots.

Luxury, residences and wellness: Branded
residences, experiential concepts and wellness-led
developments.

Brand and loyalty: How established brands and
loyalty programmes help global operators enter new
African locations, models and sectors.

Eco-tourism and destination development: The
eco-tourism pipeline, sustainability, and aligning
state priorities with private tourism investment.

Why proptech fails in Africa — and what works instead:
Building proptech for Africa’s unique circumstances.

AI that delivers: Separating the AI tools producing operational
and investment-analysis returns today from the hype.

Smart buildings and security: Biometrics, cameras, IoT, systems
integration on tough sub-Saharan sites, and smart-city progress,
with the cybersecurity risks that come with them.

Residential and hospitality tech: Smart-home systems, co-
living, digital letting and payments, tenant management, and
hospitality proptech innovations.

Energy efficiency: What the data shows about savings from
energy management software and renewables.

PROPTECH

CASE STUDIES & SHOWCASES
Going private: Balwin’s Steve Brookes and the PIC’s Malusi Mthuli on the landmark Balwin/GEPF and PIC transaction.

REITs showcase: African REITs and capital partners on listed property performance, portfolio composition, distribution
record and strategic direction.

Flagship precinct and destination developments: The V&A Waterfront’s 15-year masterplan, and Liyongo’s values-led
partnership model on Zanzibar’s north coast.

Wheeling at scale: Growthpoint and Etana Energy’s pooled renewable electricity model for commercial property.



CAPITAL PLAYS: 
PENSION FUNDS, FUNDS & DFIs INVITED 

Construction Industry
Pension Fund (Zimbabwe) PROPARCO DFC USA 

BPOBF PIC ( ZA ) BII 

Fidelity Life Asset
Management GIPF NAMIBIA NORFUND

Zimbabwe Electricity
Industry Pension Fund NAPSA ( ZAMBIA) SWEDFUND

KWACHA PENSION TRUST DEG NSSA

GEPF ZA INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION (IDC) IPEC

DFC

Actis

IFC

SHELTER AFRIQUE

SANLAM 

OLD MUTUAL 

BRITAM ESKOM PENSION FUND AFLIFE WORKMAN’S COMP FUND 



2026 KEY STATS
INDUSTRIES IN ATTENDANCE

Finance & Banking

20.8%

Real Estate Investment
& Development

18.8%

Consulting & Advisory

 15.7%

Proptech

10.2%

Hoteliers

8.1%

Architects

6.3%

Government

2.1%

Retail

0.4%

Other ( Engineering,
Associations, Suppliers
& Manufacturers)

19.3%



2026 KEY STATS
DELEGATE SENIORITY LEVEL

C-Suite, owners
& board

41.2%

Directors, heads and VPs

30.1%

Managers & senior
professionals

23.2%

Analysts, associates
and junior staff

5.5%



NETWORKING, DEALMAKING & INSIGHTS 



WHERE DO OUR ATTENDEES COME FROM

WHY API SUMMIT 2026?
As Africa's definitive real estate gathering, the 17th
Annual API Summit brought together the
continent's most active investors, developers, and
institutional funders. Over two action-packed days
in Cape Town, attendees gained unparalleled
market intelligence on executing high-yield, high-
impact projects across Africa.

From traditional commercial real estate to fast-
growing alternative asset classes - including
Multifamily rental, Proptech innovation, and
Hospitality developments - the summit aligned
capital allocators, pension players, and debt
providers to shape the future of the African built
environment.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

• 633 Delegates 
• 240+ Companies 
• 30 + Countries 
• 140 + Speakers 



2026 API AWARDS
The 10th Annual API Awards celebrated excellence across the entire African
real estate value chain, opening entries to developers, professional teams,
consultants, suppliers, and property owners. 

Marking a milestone decade of recognizing industry leaders, the awards
attracted an incredible response with over 260 entries & nominations,
resulting in 130 shortlisted finalists and 15 outstanding winners. To ensure
complete impartiality and institutional objectivity, all submissions were
rigorously evaluated by a category-specific panel of independent industry
experts.



The campaign behind the 17th Annual API Summit produced a concentrated run of earned coverage across newswire, trade press,
national print, broadcast, social media and trade partner features. The single largest driver was the 21 July release of “$2.1 Billion
and Counting: African Real Estate Is Executing,” which anchored 250 website pick-ups and carried the campaign onto
Bloomberg Terminal, Thomson Reuters, Dow Jones Factiva and LexisNexis. Further significant coverage ahead of and during the
event was gained through API Events’ APO and Bizommunity press offices, media partnerships with online publications Property
Wheel and Property Flash, property influencer Ash Muller of Ask Ash, the “Another Brick in the Wall” podcast and attending
media.

Ask Ash produced a full-page Mail & Guardian feature - and a LinkedIn newsletter cross-post - building on the Broll Africa Real
Estate Intelligence Report 2026. Broll’s role as the official Data & Insights Partner for the event added significant impetus to pan-
African media reach.

Several initiatives were launched and covered by key participants at the event, including Growthpoint Properties’ SmartLease
launch and the launch of Aleph Hospitality’s South Africa Office.

Broadcast placements were achieved on Moneyweb and “Another Brick in the Wall”.

Two Real Estate Investor features were filed from the show floor, covering the Balwin/PIC take-private deal and the Broll report.
On LinkedIn, the API Events page grew to 10,177 followers in the 90-day period leading up to the conference, a 299.2% increase on
the prior period, with reactions up 139.2%, led by speaker, agenda, and session announcements and videos.

Property Wheel's campaign, run as a Summit media partner across Newsletter, LinkedIn, Facebook, and X, carried a 327,451
combined reach and 2,022 engagements across 20 recurring newsletter editions and 36 dedicated Summit posts and articles.

PUBLIC RELATIONS
INSIGHTS 2026



Two releases went out through APO Group and Africa Newsroom: the 21 July deal-flow release
and the 2 July API Awards release. Together, they carried a PR value of $11.59M across 494 websites.

WHAT THE 21 JULY RELEASE REPORTED

28 Verified institutional transactions across
nince countries and eight asset classes, closed
in the 18 months before the Summit

PUBLIC RELATIONS
WIRE DISTRIBUTION RESULTS

$11.59M 494

913

1,887 191

141,961

Total PR value,
both releases Websites reached

Journalists inboxes

Multimedia
placements Link clicks

Africa Newsroom
impressions

Metric

Websites that picked up the release 250 244

Newsroom email subscribers reached 573 555

RSS feed engagements, 7 days 1,437,387 1,420,587

Total Reach 347,000,000 Not reported

Journalists reached by inbox delivery 454 459

Google Web Search impressions 60 27

Africa Newsroom page views 639 546

Widget impressions, 7 days 720,957 3,828,457

PR value, text placements $1,520,500 $,489,000

PR value, multimedia placements

Both releases ran through 281 active widgets. Social reach for the 21 July release on Africa Newsroom
channels was 38,301 impressions, split 60% LinkedIn and 40% Facebook,

Source: API Summit Report, press, social and broadcast tracking, 2026

$4,290,000 $4,287,400

Total PR Value $5,810,500 $5,776,400

$2.1 Billion and counting
21 July 2026, 1229 words

API Awards, 10  editionth

2 July 2026, 935 words



PUBLIC RELATIONS: EXAMPLES



Two radio placements ran around the Summit. The API Events LinkedIn page added about 1,000
followers in 90 days, up 299.2 on the prior period.

MONEYWEB, SAFM MARKET UPDATE, 17 SEPTEMBER 2026

FINE MUSIC RADIO, CLASSIC BUSINESS, 9 SEPTEMBER 2026

Niyi Adeleye, Head of Real Estate Finance in
Africa at Standard Bank CIB, spoke to Jimmy
Moyaha about rising material costs and
financing opportunities in Africa’s residential
and industrial sectors. The segment was
sponsored by Standard Bank Group.

The ‘Another Brick in the Wall’ segment
hosted Wayne Godwin (Broll Property
Group) and Niyi Adeleye (Standard Bank
Group) on the state of African real estate
ahead of the Summit.

PUBLIC RELATIONS
BROADCAST AND LINKEDIN

Metric

Total followers 10,177 n/a

Reactions 2.2k +139.2%

New Followers 1k +299.2%

Comments 24 +50%

Posts 97 +14.1%

Reactions were led by the speaker, the agenda, session announcements, and videos

Source: API Summit Report, press, social and broadcast tracking, 2026

Figure vs prior period



SOCIAL MEDIA: EXAMPLES



EMAIL EXAMPLES: 
19 EMAILS SENT TO OVER 20K SUBSCRIBERS



FORGE RELATIONSHIPS, SEAL PARTNERSHIPS,
SHAPE THE FUTURE, IN CAPE TOWN IN 2027



LET’S KEEP THE MOMENTUM GOING RECONNECT AT #API2027

SUPER EARLY BIRD SPECIAL

EXECUTIVE PASS SPECIAL
Rate Valid until 30 November 2026 
Full 2-day access$600

(please note: payment must reflect in our account by 30 November 2026
to lock in this special rate, after which passes revert to standard pricing). 



2027 SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

LEAD SPONSOR (1) GOLD SPONSOR (2) SILVER SPONSORS ( 6 ) INDUSTRY SPONSORS

Welcome address at the conference  
3 keynote speaking opportunities to
position your company as a thought
leader  
15 complimentary passes for your
executives and team 
Brand presence in press releases and
on-site media interviews  
Dedicated activation space at the event 
Exclusive access to delegate lists for
targeted engagement  
Company video showcased twice
during the summit  
2 custom email campaigns to the API
database 
8 dinner passes 

2 speaking slots  
10 non-transferable passes excluding
speakers  
2 email campaigns  
2 WhatsApp Broadcast  
Comment in the press release 
Compulsory - In-person activation
space and stand including  
Access to the delegate list  
Gold Level Branding  
8 Dinner Tickets 
6m x 2 m expo space 

1 speaking slots  
5 non-transferable passes excluding
speakers 
3 API Dinner Passes  
1 email campaigns  
Compulsory Activation stand on site
4m x 2m  
1 WhatsApp Broadcast  
Silver Level Branding

1 speaking slot  
2 non-transferable passes excluding
speakers (3)  
Compulsory Expo Slot & networking
Space & stand: 3m x 2m (branded
Backdrop , table x 2chairs)  
Industry Level Branding

$45,000 (EX-VAT) $35, 000 (EX VAT) $25,000 (EX VAT) $11,500 (EX VAT)



2027 SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

EXPO SPONSORS DINNER RECEPTION
(NOT PART OF AWARDS in 2027)

PRE-COCKTAIL RECEPTION

No speaking slot  
3 Staff member pass  
Compulsory Expo Slot and stand: 2 m x 2 m (
backdrop branded, table x 2chairs)  
No logo on stage 

1 speaking slots
5 non-transferable passes excluding speakers 
3 API Dinner Passes  
1 email campaigns  
Compulsory Activation stand on site 4m x 2m  
1 WhatsApp Broadcast  
Silver Level Branding

1 speaking slot
5 non-transferable passes excluding speakers 
3 API Dinner Passes  
1 email campaigns  
Compulsory Activation stand on site 4m x 2m  
1 WhatsApp Broadcast  
Pre-Cocktail 
Cocktails to be hosted approved location 

$5,500 (EX VAT) $20,000 (EX VAT) FROM - $15,000 (EX VAT)



SALES QUERIES:
laura@apievents.com
011 250 2260

GENERAL QUERIES:
Murray Anderson
murray@apievents.com
011 250 2260

CONTACT US TODAY

API EVENTS HEAD OFFICE:
231 Oxford Rd, Illovo, Sandton, 2196
011 250 2260 | www.apievents.com

https://www.google.com/search?q=api+events&oq=api+events+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQRRg8MgYIAhBFGDwyBggDEEUYQTIGCAQQRRhBMgYIBRBFGEHSAQgxMzczajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=api+events&oq=api+events+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQRRg8MgYIAhBFGDwyBggDEEUYQTIGCAQQRRhBMgYIBRBFGEHSAQgxMzczajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=api+events&oq=api+events+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQRRg8MgYIAhBFGDwyBggDEEUYQTIGCAQQRRhBMgYIBRBFGEHSAQgxMzczajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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